; 180 x 241. No fewer than twenty-one American and Canadian specialists contribute to this review and as a result, the range of topics covered is impressive. From modern techniques of fetal monitoring to the management of drug addiction in mother and baby, most problems of mutual concern to the anaesthetist and obstetrician receive attention. Happily, the multiplicity of authors which makes this broad view possible does not mean that the book suffers from the common problems of discontinuity and repetition: the adoption of a sensible layout and (I suspect) strong editorial control has avoided these hazards.
Sixteen chapters in all, the book addresses in turn the diagnosis and management of fetal distress, those medical diseases relevant to pregnancy and the management of obstetric complications. This is a logical sequence and the opening chapters on the techniques and uses of fetal monitoring are clearly written and provide both an insight into the difficulties in identifying the fetus at risk, and a good introduction to the style of the book itself. This readiness on the part of individual authors to treat important topics in both breadth and depth is one of the strong points of this book, and is consistent throughout.
Medical aspects occupy nine chapters and are arranged on a systems basis. A review of the relevant pathophysiology precedes definition of the treatment objectives in most instances. This is a useful approach since the book otherwise reflects North American practice and the means by which these ends are attained will vary with locality.
The concluding chapters on anaesthetic management in presence of obstetric complications are, perhaps, the least distinguished. This is a difficult area since the problems of premature labour, breech and multiple delivery are well known, as are the anaesthetic options.
This book will prove useful to those interested in obstetric anaesthesia. It is richly referenced throughout and is an excellent source of informed opinion on most topics.
PETER SLATTERY

National Women's Hospital Auckland, New Zealand
Practical Anaesthesia for Surgical Emergencies, Editor: P. W. Jackson; William Heinemann Medical Books, 23 Bedford Square, London WCIB3HH; $8.95; pp. 122: 122 x 184. This slim volume has arisen out of a departmental set of sheets produced for the guidance of junior anaesthetic staff at the Manchester Royal Infirmary. Both the foreword and the preface note that the book is intended to present reliable techniques to those with limited exposure to emergencies that may be met at any time.
The introductory section deals with shock, vomiting, central venous catheterisation and major burns. Subsequent sections then deal with anaesthesia for head and neck, chest, abdominal and paediatric emergencies. The final two sections examine problems associated with anaesthetic drugs and reactions to them, and indications for admission to intensive care.
There are fourteen contributors to the book, and there is considerable variation in the relevance and value of each section. One is struck by the regional flavour of the book, which, combined with intended brevity, produces didactic instructions that are often poorly compatible with our teaching and clinical practice. Several of the references date from the 1960s and a number of obsolete views (not to mention major typographical errors e.g. fentanyl 3-5 mg/kg for renal transplant anaesthesia) (page 66) are to be found.
In summary, I cannot recommend this book in its intended role to Australian junior staff. However, it does contain many valuable and practical points and provides an interesting insight into the practice of the institutions from which it has arisen. J. P. BRADLEY
Princess Alexandra Hospital Brisbane
Intensive Care, 2nd Edition, Editor G. Gerson; William Heinemann Medical Books, 23 Bedford Square London WCBlB, United Kingdom; $35; pp. 312; 138 x 215. Although we have always had seriously ill patients, it is only recently that new and unique approaches to their management have been developed. Many handbooks and textbooks have been written in the last few years in an attempt to define the emerging speciality of intensive care medicine. The best books combine a sound knowledge of basic physiology and medicine with a familiarity of the numerous advances made over the last decade. To give this knowledge authority and to put it into perspective, it must be tempered by a wide clinical experience in intensive care. Some of the chapters in this book are written with that sort of authority and others are simply condensed or modified versions of more
